- Rt unded by the
SELF-ES L Erasmus+ Programme
*xx of the European Union

Project No. 2017-3-LT02-KA205-005536

Smile for the Camera

»

This story has been developed by the project
”New pathways of youth to labour market through lifestyle self-employment”

Victor Slavov
Bulgaria, 2019

HOW VICTOR STARTED HIS LIFE-STYLE BUSINESS

The start of Victor’s business is a long story and behind it you can find thousands of photos. It all
started with his love for taking pictures of everything around him. At first he started taking pictures
with his mother's old camera. The result of his first photo-shoot was an illuminated photo strip and
no photo that could be printed.

Then his friends bought themselves a digital camera which helped Victor see how convenient it is to
shoot and see the photo at the same moment. So, 11 years ago- when he was in the 10th grade,
Victor bought his first digital camera.
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He first experimented on shooting pictures of himself at indoor and outdoor places. Hes also watched
many pictures on the internet- that is where he got ideas from. He began to shoot landscapes and
flowers. He processed the photos with minimal corrections. Six years ago, while shooting and trying
to set his own camera, he realized that the digital camera no longer worked so he decided to buy a
new one. He started searching through the Internet and found the perfect camera. The price was
high so Victor decided to buy it from America. That is why he started saving money, went to work to
America for a few months and managed to buy the camera. He still uses this camera to create
beautiful photos catching memories and messages. He bought everything he needed in order to start
making money: 2 lenses, several batteries, flash, tripod, light reflectors.
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In order to become a professional photographer, Victor started reading books and watching videos
about photography. But the most important thing was he did not stop shooting and gained more and
more experience. He took photos of the the sights in America and his colleagues. He tried to make
non-standard photos and have a different vision. Every time he photographed people he showed
them the pictures asked them if they liked what they saw. After he came back from America he
started shooting and is doing this at the moment.
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HOW VICTOR DEVELOPED HIS LIFE-STYLE BUSINESS

Victor’s business development was done in several ways. First his friends recommended him. Social
networks also helped him a lot- the pictures he made were advertised online. People liked the
pictures and shared them which helped Victor gain popularity. He also started advertising in
Facebook but realized that the best advertisement was from people.

First he started shooting outdoor photos and then started photographing children birthday parties
which helped him discover his love for children. There he understood how important it is to catch the
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moment. Each of the children’s emotions is different, primary and made him smile. A well-shot photo
will leave a trace behind. He loves saying “When time passes, thanks to your photos, the child
standing in front of your lens will have the opportunity to see its image and development over the
years.”

After the children's parties Victor received invitations to take pictures of baptism ceremonies which
he took very seriously. The reason is that this moment will not come back, it will not happen again.
You do not have the right to make any mistakes. He had many successful photo-shoots and that is
why he received an invitation to make wedding pictures so he made several wedding photo sessions.
At the moment he’s mainly taking pictures of child birthdays, different photo sessions and nature
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pictures. He finds a lot of magic in nature which makes him very happy- he makes money by taking
nature pictures but for him the emotional value of these pictures is more important. In America he
invented his logo and that is how his business officially started.

WHAT ARE VICTOR ‘S PLANS FOR FUTURE

Victor’s plans for the future are targeted at making photos and video footage. The process of making
pictures helped him realize that he had a good sense for directing and filming video clips. He is
currently taking pictures as well as experimenting with creation of videos. He looks at different
strategies for filming online because in order to make a nice video he needs more time. He tries to
have a non-standard vision regarding the video production.
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His plans for the future are also aimed at opening his own studio. He is planning to do both videos
related to product presentations and photo shooting. He is thinking whether the studio should be big
or start with something small.

WHAT ARE VICTOR ‘S SUGGESTIONS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WILLING TO BECOME SELF-EMPLOYED

His first advice is the young people to find what they like to do because they need time to develop
their business well. Usually, the development of our own business starts by doing different activities
in your free time while you are employed by someone else. In this way you don’t risk your current
profession. They say that whoever risks - wins.

His next advice is not to stop improving yourself. To constantly watch all sorts of material, video clips.
With the help of social networks, many people can get inspired in the process of starting with their
business. They can see the pluses and minuses. Thus, they will be able to build create a strategy.

It is also important that they do not copy because other peoples’ success is unlikely to become theirs.
Be different, innovative. Most importantly - do not be afraid. There will always be people who are
better than you but that should not stop you. Here is Victor’s message to them:

“I'll be ready with my camera to shoot your success. 1-2-3 Say “Cheese”!
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We wish good luck for VICTOR!
If you are interested in learning more about VICTOR'S business or to get consultation, you can
contact his/her by an email: viktorkz91@gmail.com
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